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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 



3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 16-22 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 17 and 19 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 16.18 and 20-22 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)^ The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Status 



1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 21 November 2005 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)Q This action is non-final. 




4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) 



2) [Zl Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
/3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 10/01/04 . 



5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 



Paper No(s)/Mail Date. 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 7-05) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 200501 16 
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Response to Amendment 

The examiner is receipt of applicant's response to election requirement mailed 
9/19/2005, which was received 1 1/21/2005. Acknowledgement is made to the election 
of Group IA claims 16,18,21 and 22 for continued examination with traverse. The 
examiner concurs that claims 21 and 22 are generic and containing the same subject 
matter and will therefore be included in the prosecution on the merits. Since claim 20 
was inadvertently not addressed the examiner will treat this claim as well, leaving claims 
16,18,20,21 and 22 as pending in the instant application. The examiner has considered 
the applicant's amendment and arguments and finds them to be persuasive, however 
after further searching a new grounds of rejection necessitated by amendment follows: 

Examiner's Note 

Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers or figures in the 
references as applied to the claims below for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the examiner. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 16,18,21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Fergerson et al (5966,697). 

In regards to claims16,18,21 and 22, Fergerson teaches all the features of the 
instant claims. For instance, Fergerson provides a system and method for shopping at a 
variety of different vendors easily and securely. A user first chooses to shop at a 
particular merchant. The user receives product information from the merchant's 
computer which is in turn displayed on the user's computer. The user may select an 
item for purchase from the displayed product information. For example, the user may 
select a sweater from a merchant and may be able to select the color and the size of 
the sweater. Additional pricing information may also be attached to an option, so an 
extra large sweater may cost more than a regular sweater. 

After the user selects an item, the item and all of the options for the item are 
stored in a memory (referred to herein as shopping selection data, product selection 
data, or selection data) which may be stored on the merchant's computer. When the 
user is done shopping at a particular merchant (or is done searching for a particular 
item from a plurality of merchants), the user has a choice of either shopping at a 
different merchant or checking out. Assuming that the user chooses to shop at a 
different merchant, the user's selection data is transferred to and stored in the next 
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merchant's computer. At any time, the user may choose to see, edit and delete items 
previously selected regardless of which merchant computer the user is currently 
accessing. This process continues until the user requests to checkout. 
Then the user requests to checkout, the selection data that has been gathered 
throughout the user's shopping session is transferred and stored on a secured computer 
that performs the checkout processing. The user may enter their name, billing address, 
and other identifying information along with their credit card information for the credit 
card they choose to use to make all the purchases. Once this information has been 
entered, the checkout processing computer uses the user's identifying information and 
credit card information to perform multiple credit card transactions with one transaction 
for each merchant from whom the user selected items. The checkout processor also 
determines what, if any, extra fees such as sales tax and shipping expenses are to be 
added to the order. The credit card is authorized for each sale separately and the user 
and the merchant receive receipts for the purchase via electronic mail. 
Some goods, such as software, may be transmitted to the user via the computer 
network on which the user is shopping. In this situation, the goods may be transmitted 
to the user immediately following the successful transaction (Summary). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fergerson in view of Official Notice. 

In regards to claim 20, the examiner takes Official Notice that it was old and well 
known in the art to send instruction to order or manufacture parts from a factory when 
the stock at the vendor is depleted. It would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to order parts when there is a stock 
out, because not having this capability would lead to a lost sale and therefore lost 
revenue. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 16,18,20,21 and 22 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection necessitated by 
amendment. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Mark Fadok whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6755. The examiner can normally be reached Monday thru Thursday 8:00 AM to 5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wynn Coggins can be reached on (571 ) 272-71 59. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3600. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Va. 22313-1450 

or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300 [Official communications; including 
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After Final communications labeled 
"Box AFT 

(571) 273-6755 [Informal/Draft communications, labeled 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"] 




Mark Fadok 



Primary Examiner 



